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[specified] provided relation type, and iv) relayion 
in stance ta blejmeans comprised of at least one /elation 
instance record which defines a. relation of sa/ld 
[specified] provided relation type between sa4d [selected] 
desired entity instance record and a [specified] provided 
entity instance record, wherein said entity definition 
table means, said entity instance table means, said 
relation definition table means and said relation instance 
definition means are part of a relationa-l database; 

means, operatively coupled to spid relation 
definition table means, using said /provided relation type, 
for retrieving from said relation/def inition table means 
said relation type record definimg said [specified] 
provided relation type; / 

means, operatively coupled to said relation 
definition table retrieving/ means and to said relation 
instance table means, usinfcr said relation type record, for 
retrieving from said relation instance table means [said] 
a specific relation instance record containing said 
provided relation tvp£ and said provided entity instance 
record, wherein saidr [selected] desired entity instance 
record is specified in said specific relation instance 
record by a [selected] desired entity type and a desired 
entity record identifier; 

means, operatively coupled to said relation instance 
retrieving means and said entity definition table means, 
using said desired entity type, for retrieving from said 
entity definition table means [said] a desired entity type 
record defining said [selected] desired entity type; and 

mearis, operatively coupled to said entity type record 
retrieving means and said entity instance table means, 
using said desired entity type and said desired record 
identifier, for retrieving from said entity instance table 
means/ said [selected] desired entity instance record; 
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wherein [said] a desired entity instance table 
[means] is specified/by said [retrieved] desired 
entity type record/ and 

further wherfein said [selected] desired entity 
instance record/is a record identified by said 
desired entity record identifier in said entity 
instance table means. 



T0. (Amended) The relational database processing system 
of Claim T&9 wherein said [retrieved] relation type record 
defining said provided relation type further comprises a table 
identifier, wherein said table identifier identifies a specific 
relation instance table containing said specific relation 
instance in said relation instance table means; and 

further wherein said means for retrieving a relation 
instance record further comprises means for retrieving 
from said specific relation instance table a relation 
instance record having data identifying said [specified] 
provided entity instance record and said [selected] 
desired entity instance record. 



3 

"71*. (Amended) The relational database processing system 
of Claim wherein said memory means further contains inquiry 
table means comprised of at least one inquiry record, wherein 
said inquiry record specifies said [specified] provided 
relation type and said [specified] provided entity instance 
record, said relational database processing system further 
comprising: 

means, operatively coupled to said inquiry table 
means and said relation definition table retrieving means, 
for retrieving from said inquiry table means said inquiry 
record [ . ] ; and 

means, operatively coupled to said inguiry record 
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retrieving means and said relation instance retrieving 
means, for retrieving from said inquiry record said 
provided relation type and said provided entity instance 
record from said inquiry record; and 

means, operativelv coupled to said provided relation 
type and said provided entity instance retrieving means 
and said relation instance retrieving means, for providing 
said provided entity instance and said provided relation 
type to said relation instance retrieving means. 

Please Cancel Claims 72-81. 



82. (Amended) A computer method for retrieving 
[selected] desired entity from a relational database wherein 
said [selected] desired entity is related to a [specified] 
provided entity by a [specified] provided relation type, said 
method comprising: 

retrieving from relation definition table means, 
which comprises at least one relation type record defining 
a relation type, of said relational database a specific 
relation type record wherein saad specific relation type 
record defines said [specified] provided relation type; 

retrieving from relation instance table means 
corresponding to said specific relation type record of 
said relational database . based on said specific relation 
t ype reco r d and said /provided entity, a specific relation 
instance record defining a relation of said [specified] 
provided relation/type between^, said [specified] provided 
entity and said/ [selected] desired entity wherein said 
relation instance record specifies said [selected] desired 
entity by a /[selected] desired entity type and a desired 
record identifier; 

retrieving from entity definition table means of said 
relational database , based on said desired entity type and 
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said desired record identifier, a[n] desired entity type 
record wherein said [retrieved] desired enfclty type record 
defines said [selected] desired entity^type and specifies 
a[n] desired entity instance table/of said relational 
database; and 

retrieving from said desired entity instance table 
[means] specified by sa^d [retrieved] desired entity type 
record said [selected] desired entity, wherein said 
[selected] desired entity comprises a record identified by 
said [retrieved] desired record identifier in said desired 
entity instance table [means] . 
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*9>. (Amended) The method of Claim -6lj wherein the step of 
retrieving a specific relation instance record comprises: 

retrieving from said specific relation type record a 
table identifier wherein said table identifier identifies 
a specific relation instance table in said relation 
instance table means; and 

retrieving from said specific relation instance table 
said specific relation instance record [.] based on said 
specific relation type record and said provided entity. 

(Amended) The method of Claim ^2 further comprising 
the step of retrieving from inquiry table means data specifying 
said [specified] provided relation type prior to the step of 
retrieving a specific relation type recordf.1 , wherein said 
data is used in said step of retrieving from relation instance 
means to determine said specific relation instance record. 

1 A 

>S. (Amended) The method of Claim &2 further comprising 
the step of retrieving from inquiry table means data specifying 
said [specified] provided entity prior to the step of 
retrieving a relation specific instance recordr.1 , wherein said 
data is used in said step of retrieving from relation instance 
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